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so far Lee Oswald has only been accused of killing a Dallas policeman as far as the assassination is 
concerned he has described only as a prime suspect he has denied any knowledge of the assassination of 
the president although he once actually turned in his American passport in Moscow it's not known whether 
he actually became a Russian citizen his wife is known to be Russian born they most recently lived in a 
rooming house in Dallas again he was arrested in New Orleans last August after he got into a fight while 
distributing material for the fair play for Cuba committee here is the interview he gave at that time the station 
WDSU TV in New Orleans no sir | am NOT a communist and | think that the red herring and so forth is rather 
ridiculous distorting for this foundation a you're a Marxist well | have the study Marxist cloth BSN although 
other philosophers but are you a Marxist | think you did admit on an earlier radio interview that you are do 
you consider yourself a model | would very definitely say that | uh | un Hemi mark that is correct but that 
does not mean however | manage a communist what is the difference between the two well there's a great 
deal of difference such as several American parties in several countries are based on Marxism such as 
Ghana Ghana certain countries have our characteristics of a socialist system such as Great Britain with this 
socialized medicine these men are the differences between an outright communist country and countries 
which adhere to leftist or Marxist principle in your work with the fair play for Cuba committee what are you 
advocating we advocate restoration of diplomatic trade and turret relations with Cuba President Lyndon 
Johnson the title it'll take a little getting used to has called a meeting at the White House just now for with the 
members of the leadership of Congress in both parties those who were already who were there have already 
arrived or the Senate Majority Leader Mike Mansfield the Senate Majority Whip Hubert Humphrey 
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Senate Majority Whip Hubert Humphrey Senator William Fulbright chairman of the Foreign Relations 
Committee Senate Republican leader Everett Dirksen the House Speaker John McCormack and the house 
Minority Leader charles Halleck reisher of NBC News has an interview with a correspondent who in the 
airplane today watched the swearing-in of President Lyndon Johnson responded for Newsweek magazine he 
flew back with President Johnson from Texas and can tell us what it was like at the swearing-in well we 
rushed out to the airport when we found that President Kennedy's body was being taken out there on arrival 
we learned that President Johnson was aboard the plane his movements had been kept very secret up to 
that time and three of us were delegated there's a pool to go aboard and witness the swearing-in we were 
ushered back to the conference room on Air Force One which is a small section of the plane about midship 
12 by 15 there were at that time about 10 people in in the conference room the new president was standing 
there with his wife and was waiting for mrs. Kennedy would come aboard with her husband's body to come 
to the conference room so that she could witness the swearing-in during that period that we waited they 
found a Bible aboard the plane someone had typed out on a little piece of Air Force stationery the old that 
has administered to the president and a lady judge come from ok bill the judge arrived there at about the 


same time we did he was sent for she was sent for she's an old friend and political ally of the vice president 
and she's 67 years old | understand that the vice president had exerted great pressure on mr. Kennedy to 
appoint her or with although she was overage uh well how did it go then eventually mrs. Kennedy came 
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it go then eventually mrs. Kennedy came into the room and although she was her legs were still spattered 
with blood she was amazingly composed she was either in shock or has amazing control of herself and the 
vice president then asked his wife Lady Bird to stand on his right and mrs. Kennedy to stand on his left the 
judge held this small Bible out and the new president put his hand on the Bible raised his right hand and 
repeated the oath the Vice the president then turned and kissed ladybird ladybird stepped forward and shook 
hands with mrs. Kennedy and said the whole nation mourns your husband and at this point many people I'd 
say there were about 27 people in this tiny compartment pressed forward to speak to the president most of it 
was on the line god be with you of course that was how President Johnson was sworn in aboard an aircraft 
you've been listening to Charles Roberts White House correspondent for Newsweek magazine Frasier NBC 
News at the White House we do have this further word from Dallas the prime suspect being held in 
connection with the assassination of President Kennedy is Lee H Oswald as you are perhaps aware a Dallas 
policeman was killed a short time after the president was assassinated in a gun struggle with Oswald and 
Oswald has been formally charged with that murder however no charges so far as we know have yet been 
lodged against him in connection with the assassination of President Kennedy we have a report from Dallas 
bearing on this suspect Oswald says the gunmen who slew the President of the United States was a 
calculating man that he had to be but the shots that killed the president that wounded Texas Governor John 
Connally came from a pre-selected spot with the clear view of the Moore Cade and there was evidence that 
the gunman sat and calmly gnawed Fried Chicken waiting for the moment to 





Fried Chicken waiting for the moment to kill police have one suspect a man with ties to the shooting but Lee 
H Oswalt was 24 years old after two hours of questioning more than that by now is still clinging to his story 
that he did not do it the fatal shots came from a floor of the Texas schoolbook depository building it was at a 
45-degree angle about a hundred yards away police know at least that much they found the rifle partly 
hidden behind some books it was a bolt-action model we still do not know exactly what kind of rifle it was 
we've had conflicting reports throughout the afternoon some saying that it was British others it was German 
even Japanese they found some spent cartridges and scraps of the of the chicken meal thousands of 
persons were in the vicinity the route of the president had been well publicized and maps in the newspapers 
were pinpointed with the the route that the president's motorcade would follow 45 minutes after the president 
was shot a dallas policeman was slain in this led to the arrest of oswald who has now been charged with that 
murder oswald was taken from a small theater and he put up a fight firing once from a pistol and cutting 
patrolmen in him mcdonald in a scuffle oswald was about 5 feet 9 inches tall and weighs about 160 pounds 
answered the description of a young man cited at the book of Nitori building just before the president was 
shot he was arrogant as he was brought in for questioning when he saw a crowd of newsmen he raised his 
hand cuffed hands in a clenched fist it is difficult to say exactly how the nation has reacted to what happened 
today in Dallas Texas it is difficult to say how long it will take for the full realization of what happened to really 
sink in but there are these random observations made in the New York area today which may prove of 
interest over at st. Patrick's Cathedral within the hour | noticed the every available candle in the church was 
already lighted there was not one that you could walk in and light in the offering of prayers for the soul of 
President Kennedy across the street from the Cathedral one of the Fifth 
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from the Cathedral one of the Fifth Avenue department stores had lowered the blinds on every single display 
window on 50th and 49th Street and on Fifth Avenue saved one the corner window at 50th held an oil portrait 
of President Kennedy and about six dozen red roses that is all there is this note on how some schoolchildren 


found out about what happened today high school children in one New Jersey town were told bluntly 
truthfully exactly what had happened grammar school children in the same town we're told only something 
dreadful has happened go straight home immediately after school they did and told their mother that 
something dreadful had happened and asked what it was the mother turned on the radio and the family 
found out together exactly what it was and just how dreadful it is trying to assess now the impact on citizens 
in the city of New York what happened today here is a report from NBC's Gabe the theaters are closed the 
Great White Way is dark normally tens of thousands of people are here on a Friday night tonight the streets 
relatively speaking i deserted a large cluster of people around our method unit that the stairs are closed the 
signs of Baffin here in Times Square but wrestling exciting atmosphere banana weekend night is missing and 
the places with the people interviewing today yeah give me and again the words instead of it | still don't 
believe it when I heard the news | thought | played the atmosphere we've seen no smile no laughing a cop 
on the beat is patrolman Martin frito Petrelli Freeman have you ever seen times where like this lot of time I've 
been here I've met have seen | like this | mean it's really something since the remorseless on a people's 
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since the remorseless on a people's faces you can see it on him and you can ask the sensor by myself and 
I've seen a totally the same feeling in their stomach just a guy out it's very something even in the station 
house there was no kidding around and anything like that today everybody was just this serious and you 
yourself myself as | said before I've got an open feeling in my stomach it's really tragic a few people here 
compared to a normal Friday night night this is by no means a normal Friday night not by any means not 
close to the body of President Kennedy was transported from Andrews Air Force Base to the hospital in 
Bethesda via a navy ambulance and closeted in grief behind broad withdrawn curtains were the president's 
Widow along with a group of his closest friends and associates the route travelled from Andrews Air Force 
Base in nearby Maryland to Bethesda Naval Hospital where the body will be held overnight a speaker John 
W McCormick has announced that the president will be taken to the White House tomorrow and then will lie 
in state in the Capitol for public mourning all day Sunday on arrival at Andrews Air Force Base the bronze 
colored casket of the assassinated president was placed on a lift truck at a plane a plane door by four of 
President Kennedy's aides flashes of bronze light glittered from the painful intensity from blood flights which 
were around the scene then a final salute an airforce honor guard snapped the rigid attention and six tailors 
moved in to carry the coffin to the ambulance there was a hush as the casket was brought to the lift truck by 
Lawrence F O'Brien special assistant for legislative affairs Kenneth O'Donnell mr. Kennedy's appointment 
secretary Dave powers the 
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appointment secretary Dave powers the White House receptionist and long time presidential friend and 
Brigadier General Godfrey McHugh was the president's Air Force aide mrs. Kennedy appeared strain from 
the grief she was escorted by attorney General Robert Kennedy and her husband's naval aide captain 
Tazewell Shepard joining the motor mourners in the ambulance was mrs. Evelyn Lincoln President 
Kennedy's secretary over the years waiting aboard the aircraft itself for President Johnson and the first lady 
mrs. Lady Bird Johnson they later took a helicopter and flew to the White House where the president has just 
completed a meeting with leaders of the administration and asked them to give him all support the lightest 
word we had from Washington from NBC's rain share is that President Johnson is in executive offices across 
the street from the White House but he has met with congressional leaders from both parties and they have 
clubs there United support to him in this tragedy mrs. Kennedy and the children have disappeared from 
public view there is no word on where they are at this time and now we would attempt something that of 
course cannot really be done not definitively nonetheless we will trying to in words and pictures bring you a 
summation an evaluation of the man who died today Washington DC January 20th 1961 inauguration day of 
the 35th President of the United States John Fitzgerald Kennedy age 43 only a few generations have been 
granted the role of defending freedom in its hour of maximum danger | do not shrink from this responsibility | 
welcome it that responsibility and it scares came thick and fast but this was a festive day for mr. Kennedy 
and his 





a festive day for mr. Kennedy and his young wife they have just had their second child John Jr and the 
president was not yet 44 years old experience in the House and the Senate were his preparation for the 
presidency in a sense though his training had begun long long years before he entered the house at 1600 
Pennsylvania Avenue the youngest man ever elected president the exponent of the new frontier partisan of a 
new young look at a tangled world John Fitzgerald Kennedy was the second of nine children the family of 
financier Joseph P Kennedy he was a lightweight but he battled at football he was schooled to Choate then 
went to Princeton Harvard before he'd finished college he accompanied his father to England where the 
elder Kennedy was appointed ambassador to the court of st. James from this experience and his Harvard 
studies came his first book published in 1940 why England slept a study of the unpreparedness that helped 
lead to world war ii in that war John Fitzgerald Kennedy commanded a PT boat in the Pacific a Japanese 
destroyer ran then sank it but he kept his crew alive to be rescued after five days on a tiny island his elder 
brother Joseph Kennedy Jr was not so lucky killed in action over German driver Joseph Kennedy senior had 
wanted his eldest son to be President with his death the task devolved on John Fitzgerald the war set the 
stage for his political career mr. Kennedy's first battle in the political arena won him a congressional seat in 
1947 from there he moved on to the Senate where he was one of the earliest to take the against teams 
bazaar James - while he was campaigning for the Senate he met Jacqueline Bouvier later became his wife 
their courtship and marriage were delayed because of the press of politics but as soon as his public worked 
permitted they were married the ceremony was performed on September 12th 1953 at st. Mary's Church in 
Newport Rhode Island the ceremony performed by the Most Reverend Richard Cushing now Richard 
Cardinal Cushing their wedding was considered one of the year's social highlights back in the Senate mr. 
Kennedy was faced with 
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Senate mr. Kennedy was faced with another problem a war incured back injury began to give him trouble 
they entered Manhattan's Hospital for Special Surgery in October 1954 and underwent a double fusion of 
spinal discs after his recovery mrs. Kennedy said the day he threw away his crutches was one of the 
happiest in her life mr. Kennedy refused to let illness or his personal life interfere with his career and in 1960 
he went to the convention seeking nomination for the nation's highest office the convention in Los Angeles 
was a knock-down drag-out affair critics felt he was too young that he lacked experience from a high office 
he sought but his strategist overcame all opposition and he was selected to face Richard Nixon in one of the 
nation's toughest elections mr. Kennedy was never one to duck a tough fight when the campaign started he 
came out full strength with a demand that Nixon debate with him on the key issues of the day his opponent 
agreed and they met in political combat in the world's first televised debate between two presidential 
candidates there are some who say these televised meetings gave mr. Kennedy the edge there were no 
holds barred and the campaign that followed Cuba and other key issues of the day occupied most of the 
interest at no time was there any doubt that the election would be one of the closest in the nation's history 
this was born out on election day when the voters began going to the polls mr. Kennedy and members of his 
family waited out the election at Hyannis Port in Massachusetts while the voters decided whether they 
wanted to continue the policies of President Eisenhower by electing his vice president or changed the 
administration by sending a Democrat to the White House the nation's first Roman Catholic president the 
returns seesawed first giving the edge to one side and then the other when there seemed to be no doubt that 
mr. Kennedy had been elected president he made this brief statement every degree of mind and spirit that | 
possess will be devoted to the long-range interests of the United States and to the cause of freedom around 
the world so now my wife and | 
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around the world so now my wife and | prepare for a new administration and for a new baby thank you one of 
President Kennedy's gravest problems in foreign affairs and the one that brought the closest confrontation 
with Soviet premier Khrushchev was Cuba early in September of 1962 the president warned that bringing a 


Castro's military strength had been bolstered by deliveries of Soviet equipment the warnings were repeated 
on October 22nd the president cut short a Western campaign trip to make an 18-minute television speech of 
national urgency he told the nation the series of offensive missile sites were in preparation in Cuba and that 
he had ordered a naval and air arms quarantine of the island it shall be the policy of this nation to regard any 
nuclear missile launched from Cuba against any nation in the Western Hemisphere as an attack by the 
Soviet Union on the United States requiring a full retaliatory response upon the Soviet Union within the next 
10 days and under the threat of nuclear war developments were facts the quarantine was imposed a Soviet 
ship stopped in search finally Khrushchev agreed to dismantle the bases under UN inspection and on 
November 2nd the president reported that Soviet missile bases were being dismantled as the focal point of 
international interest in tension drifted away from that little island in the Caribbean President Kennedy still 
faced a number of major international problems including those with our Western allies the government of 
Britain's Prime Minister Macmillan a staunch ally was on the wane an America's traditional friendship with 
France although kept up on the surface was gradually being strained the president de Gaulle stubbornly 
plane to an almost go it alone role seeking to become an independent nuclear power the NATO alliance itself 
was at a turning point as military and government officials trying to reshape it to meet the ever-changing 
prospects of war and defense Russia's Khrushchev take wait America's proposal to form a multinational 
nuclear fleet as part of 
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multinational nuclear fleet as part of the NATO alliance however despite the persistent problem the United 
States and the Soviet Union weren't able to reach a dramatic agreement a limited nuclear test ban treaty 
hailed by the world as a major step toward eliminating thermonuclear war and certainly a high point in the 
Foreign Affairs of President Kennedy mr. Kennedy who sailed from his youth made voting a chief relaxation 
and with mrs. Kennedy he made festivities at last year's America's Cup rates a new port a very special 
occasion the dinner was given by the Australian ambassador at the breakers one of the most famous 
mansions in Newport the demands of state heavily curtailed the president's family life there were times when 
formal occasions like this one and to provide the rare moments of relaxation with the first lady but the 
President and mrs. Kennedy hoped for a normal life the six-year-old Caroline and three-year-old brother 
John last August when the Kennedys were vacationing at Hyannis Port the first lady gave birth to a boy 
tragically John Bouvier Kennedy lived only a few days but there were many happy days in Hyannis Port 
where the president and his wife shared all their spare summer moments with the children there was sailing 
and horseback riding and quiet private moments on the domestic front civil rights with mr. Kennedy's 
greatest problem long smoldering Negro resentment flared to impatience it helped the presidency but 
plagued mr. Kennedy's every move in domestic policies at one time he made a direct appeal such as this on 
Albany Georgia let me say that | find it wholly inexplicable why the City Council of Albany will not to sit down 
with citizens of Albany maybe Negroes and attempt to secure to them in a peaceful way are their rights the 
United States government is involved in sitting down at Geneva with the Soviet Union | can't understand why 
the government of Albany City Council of Albany cannot do the same for American 
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Albany cannot do the same for American ships Birmingham made the biggest headlines and gave mr. 
Kennedy his biggest problems water hoses became a symbol of the passions aroused by the civil rights 
movement many of these passions were directed against mr. Kennedy and they were echoed in the 
Congress where the president's support for equal rights and his far-reaching civil rights bill created a solid 
block of opposition to many of his other programs even the historic August march on Washington to which 
mr. Kennedy gave his blessing failed to break the Congressional Lodge in and of what turned out to be his 
final news conference mr. Kennedy conceded that his civil rights bill would not pass this year and Russert 
was while in the midst of a whirlpool of staggering problems that he faced the challenges ahead with the 
optimism of youth as he braced for the 1964 presidential campaign the vigorous administration of President 
John Fitzgerald Kennedy has come to a tragic end with his assassination in Dallas this afternoon leaving 
behind a record of two years ten months and two days in the White House at his inauguration that chilly 


breezy day in January 1961 President Kennedy spoke these words which will be indelibly etched in millions 
of American hearts the energy the faith the devotion which we bring to this endeavor will light our country 
and all who serve it and the glow from that fire can truly light the world and so my fellow Americans ask not 
what your country can do for you ask what you can do for your country my fellow citizens of the world ask not 
what America will do for you but what together we can do for the freedom of man president johnson as we 
have 
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man president johnson as we have reported before had a meeting of the leaders of Congress at the at the 
building next door to the White House and among those present with senators Mathers of Florida who we 
now have on videotape or report from him on what happened at the meeting senators Mathers of Florida the 
Republicans give assurances of support at this time | think that to every age yes every Republic in there of 
course is a he's a patriot and an American before he's a republic in this place the Democrats are you see in 
matrix and everyone gave assurances of completely totally help them our cooperation do you see any 
immediate changes | don't know | don't I'm sure that this new president of course have his own views but | 
think generally speaking that he totally approved in the way the President Kennedy was conducting the 
affairs of the nation senators matters could you describe the mood of President Johnson as you've just seen 
him well he was as stunned and his shaking is everyone else was probably in some respects more so 
because he was right there when the tragedy occurs actually he was filled with the motion awesome 
responsibility which is now his he was having a shaken man as we all are the lives of all of us of today men 
profoundly changed it's not yet possible to say exactly how much or and precisely which particulars but they 
have been irrevocably changed and these circumstances | hope but | may be allowed a personal reaction 
which perhaps will also be the reaction of some others ones first feeling of course was that it was a dream 
not real after that came the dispiriting hopeless feeling that it was by now an 
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hopeless feeling that it was by now an absurdity and that is the feeling that persists foreigners have been 
asking all day how can you let this sort of thing happen well we don't let it happen someone will someday 
have to say how a man with a high-powered rifle got into a building along the route in Dallas but this is a 
country of 190 million people basically it's true that if someone wants badly enough to kill the president 
provided he's willing to take some risk himself he has a very good chance of doing it such people are happily 
extremely rare and we do not know at this moment who killed the president or why we may say with justice 
that it was an act of insanity and the rest of us are seen and has nevertheless brought us face to face with 
some unpleasant truths about ourselves the main point that emerges from this day's events is that the United 
States is still a country of violence violence plays a part in our political life and not only through assassination 
we've seen that in the last three years and in the years before that we are some of us in the habit of laughing 
at the Latin American nations for the way in which their governments turn over a lot of them do turn over 
assassination however does not play a large part in their affairs Latin American governments usually turn 
over without much killing to pursue this point further we are a people who worry a great deal about our image 
it must be said that at this time our image is not a very desirable one we do not appear today as an adult 
country for what happened today is not an isolated incident there were attempts against President Roosevelt 
and against President Truman in our own I'm three presidents before mr. Kennedy died at the hands of 
assassin so we have a nation in which emotions run high and in which conflicts are often stark these conflicts 
arise from a number of sources regional economic racial religious and ethnic the problem is to contain those 
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ethnic the problem is to contain those conflicts and to reduce the influence of violence and the threat of 
violence in our politics to do so it seems to me we must begin at the top for the political climate of a nation is 
set in the main by its leading politicians for a long time the political climate of the United States has not been 
as healthy as it might be not as because of the prevalence of Maine calling the easy automatic appeal the 


passion and the impugning of motives and we shall hear much in the next few days about the need to bind 
up the wounds of the nation and about the need for all Americans to stand together we may treat those 
words as empty slogans or as real needs to be genuinely met whatever we do there can be no guarantee 
that what happened today will not happen again but what is within our power we should do and it is within 
our power to be more serious about our public life if | may be permitted one more word we will hear much in 
the next days and weeks about the continuity of our government President Kennedy has been killed 
President Johnson has taken over the business of government goes on we may draw some satisfaction from 
the fact that the business of government goes on but it is not a cause for congratulation it is what should be 
expected even from what we Americans are tonight grossly diminished people all across the United States 
people are still | think perhaps responding more with disbelief even yet than any other single emotion to the 
tragedy which occurred today this is mingled with shock and anger and a genuine puzzlement that this sort 
of thing can happen in our country at this late stage an hour in our development one of the places where we 
have cameras brought out and mobile unit setup is in San Francisco so for a 
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setup is in San Francisco so for a sampling of the mood in that West Coast city we now go to Station kron4 
Cisco and Jeri Jensen the atmosphere of bloom and silent despair which is fallen over every part of the 
United States today is very clearly in evidence here in San Francisco and any difference in the reaction of 
the people here on the west coast is perhaps due to the difference in time because of the time difference 
people in San Francisco learned of the tragic assassination of President Kennedy even before noon today so 
that they have had one half of a whole working day to contemplate this tragedy a large crowd is now 
gathered I'd like to get some reaction from you people how do you feel about hearing this news | still can't 
believe it | | know it happened but I still can't believe it where were you when you first learned of the dead | 
work here at the Chronicle | was at my death sir what are your feelings | was shocked to almost beyond 
belief | was at work when | first heard of it in Richmond and | knew somebody came into the office and 
mentioned something about it it's still almost it's still too much to believe I'm very saddened by the horrible 
thing that happened it's almost impossible still to comprehend a terrible disaster user well | think this is 
something that everyone in the country shares the blame for and | hope that everyone especially the 
southern white moderate take every every possible step they can to to see that it never happens again or 
anything like and | hope that the moderates especially in the South do everything they can to quell this type 
of fanaticism and stop it is going to destroy the south and and perhaps the whole country sir I'll sir | work for 
the Chronicle a printing department machinist and | was very saddened and shocked everybody | worked 
with was very 
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shocked everybody | worked with was very heartfelt and said mr. Kennedy who has helped to do so much for 
our country uniting for peaceful purposes and banning the bomb and civil actions that mr. Kennedy was 
always for and | feel it's a great loss to the country thank you sir perhaps the best reaction is best summed 
up a hero is dead and the people know it as a Jerry Johnson reporting from San Francisco and | believe in 
BC's bill Ryan has an interesting footnote to this story yes Frank when you get a story as big as this one the 
facilities of all the news gathering organizations are voted devoted to it and so you get a tremendous amount 
of information among the items turned up is the fact that it was a four hundred and thirty-five dollar seventy 
one cent United States government alone that enabled Lee Harvey Oswald to come back to this country 18 
months ago after he'd spent two and a half years in the Soviet Union this is the man who was under arrest in 
Dallas Texas for the murder of a Dallas policeman today and who may have been the man who fired the shot 
that took President Kennedy's life it is standard procedure for an American citizen when he is in trouble 
overseas in a foreign country and unable to get home to go to the United States embassy or consulate an 
appeal for government funds to get him home apparently this is what Oswalt did in the Soviet Union 18 
months ago the government gave him four hundred and thirty five dollars and seventy one cents and that's 
how he came back to here now we would like to get the late developments in Washington by returning to 
Washington and Dave brinkley well this one is not from Washington Frank but the Dallas Police reported a 


moment ago that a foreign made rifle believed to have been used in the shooting of the president had no 
fingerprints on it it has been sent here to the FBI laboratory in Washington for an analysis he has some late 
word on the condition of Governor John Connally of Texas who was wounded by the sniper who 
assassinated President Kennedy a latest 


00:34:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=qWJlyB1iu0oQ&t=2041s 





assassinated President Kennedy a latest report says that he is in stable and satisfactory condition tonight he 
apparently has not learned of the president's death yet however dr. Robert W saw Shaw said Connally who 
underwent surgery for more than an hour was in better spirits he said he did not anticipate Connally getting 
any worse and no further surgery as planned shall the attending position that the governor was apparently 
struck by just one bullet that traveled through his chest hit his wrist and lodged in his spine Tom Lee rode in 
the same car with Kennedy NBC's Robert MacNeil was in Dallas and was almost directly behind the 
president's car in the first bus of news correspondents when the president was felled by the sniper's bullet 
and he is still on duty in the Dallas Fort Worth area now and so we would like to go to WBA PTV in Fort 
Worth Dallas and NBC's Robert MacNeil it was one of those days that a reporter finds himself musing about 
when he's half asleep sometimes in a plane your mind drift did you prepare for the big story what is likely to 
happen at this moment than that sometimes your mind drift for the most extreme thing that could happen you 
hastily dismiss it because the most extreme thing never does happen you pull your mind back the ordinary 
things that always do happen this day began in the rain with the ordinary things for a popular president on a 
grassroots for even if it was ostensibly non-political for a young president with politics in his blood a 
refreshing contact with the source of his power of the various crowd outside his Fort Worth hotel his wife he 
told them wasn't there because she was still organizing herself it takes her along there the president said 
because she looked better than we do 





mrs. Kennedy did appear a little later at the Chamber of Commerce breakfast climbing her entry by waiting 
outside the door until all others were introduced he appeared the thunderous applause radiant in a pink suit 
and matching Philmont tank this paused a husband to think back to a day two and a half years ago in fact 
years ago | said that myself a parrot by saying that | was manhood accompanied definitely and it's a parrot 
I'm getting that somewhat that same sensation that as | travel around detective | knew mrs. Kennedy has 
emerged this trip a first lady no longer shy about the rough and tumble of politics an arrival in Dallas from 
Fort Worth she was true to her new form she plunged ahead of the president into the ecstatic crowds some 
of them potted glove mauled her sleeve even grabbed one of the roses off its stem there were no hostile 
signs at the airport crowd only eagerness for contact with the Kennedys then into the open limousine for the 
motorcade through Dallas the president had done this thousands of times he sat on the right mrs. Kennedy 
on the left 
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on the right mrs. Kennedy on the left everywhere the crowds were bigger than expected Dallas authorities 
with jittery security precautions were the heaviest in the city's history Dallas was determined that it's named 
smirched round the world by the attack on UN Ambassador Adlai Stevenson last month would not be 
dragged through the mud again there were heavy police forces all along the roof all possible troublemakers 
had been searched out and warned all but one the downtown streets in the first press bus we strained to 
catch any signs of the hostility the Dallas percussions had led us to expect but all we saw was a vast and 
friendly crowd but many thousands of welcome deck signs it's approaching 12:30 p.m. Dallas time the 
crowds in the tall business district are over filling the sidewalks some throw streamers and torn paper and a 
miniature ticker tape parade the reporters look at each other that have been no incidents but about 12:30 to 
the motorcade turns a corner into a Parkway the faoud's are thinner NBC cameraman Dave Wittman in a car 
ahead of us takes a passing shot of a building then three shots are heard like toy explosions Wigman jumps 
from his car running towards the president for this camera running people scream and lie down grabbing 


their children | leave the motorcade and running after police who appear to be chasing somebody the 
motorcade moves off fast we don't know it but the president is mortally wounded in the head and throat his 
car races for the hospital the police find no one in return looking for a phone | go into an office it's on the 
ground floor of this building the Texas schoolbook depository it is not more than four minutes after the 
shooting minutes after a man on the fifth floor of the same building has abandoned the high-powered rifle 
and fled waves of police move in a small negro boy tells them he saw a man with a rifle in the window 
upstairs witnesses come up they saw the president hit one of the witnesses took this 
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hit one of the witnesses took this polaroid picture at the instant of the shooting shows the president slumped 
down in the car just as Mary started to take the picture in the president they can't came right even with us to 
shut we looked at him and he was looking at a dog in the middle of the seat two shots rang out and he 
grabbed his chest and a look of paint on his face and fell across toward Jackie and she fell over on him and 
said my god he's shot and that there was an interval and then three or four more shots rang out for that time 
the motorcade it sped away the motorcade reaches Parkland Memorial Hospital it goes immediately to the 
emergency entrance bleeding profusely and unconscious the president is lifted onto a stretcher and carried 
to emergency operating room number one doctors say his condition is brave and Moorabbin that his near 
death on arrival a senior House physician is independence a professor of Neurosurgery and other doctors 
come immediately mrs. Kennedy untouched by the bullets is with her husband Texas Governor John 
Connally also seriously wounded is also in an emergency ward but doctors try every possible way to save 
the president oxygen is given an anesthetics a blood transfusion a Frankie Anthony that is making an 
opening in the throat to aid breathing the president's heart stops external massage was applied to his chest 
with no pulse results a priest is called to administer the last rites of the Roman Catholic Church at 
approximately 1:00 o'clock a president is dead the doctors were working too frantically to revive him to notice 
the exact moment the present public do not know the president is dead for another half hour the only reports 
available are that he 
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the only reports available are that he is gravely wounded at 131 Central Time White House assistant press 
secretary Malcolm Kilduff tells the press the president is dead at that moment Vice President Lyndon 
Johnson suddenly the new president leaves the hospital a new Secret Service detail just arrived forms up 
around him and he leaves for the airport there in the president's jet plane Air Force One a hastily summoned 
woman federal judge with a borrowed Bible administers the oath of office the president body in a bronze 
cotton it's flown to Washington Dallas police moved with great speed after the shooting the story of the chase 
arrest and questioning of a suspect from NBC's come edit at police headquarters in Dallas in Fort Worth 28 
miles west of Dallas police picked up one suspect who was later cleared and released the van apprehended 
was identified by Fort Worth police as 22-year old Donald House of Ranger Texas House was picked up 
after Dallas police put out a pickup order on his car following the shooting and killing of a Dallas police officer 
as he was taken into police headquarters house shot it | didn't do it and after questioning he was completely 
cleared and released in Dallas the prime suspect still is being questioned he is 24 year old Lee Oswald of 
Dallas the former Marine who spent some time in Russia who at one time had applied for Soviet citizenship 
he has been associated with the fair play for Cuba committee Dallas homicide captain 
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Cuba committee Dallas homicide captain will Fritz as directed the interrogation of the suspect who police say 
has been placed in the building from where the bullets were fired at President Kennedy Oswald has been 
charged with the murder of police officer JD Tippit who had gone to apprehend Oswald but he denies killing 
President Kennedy says he is but he held because he was in Russia but Dallas police chief je Korea's 
interrogation of Oswald will continue that he is a very good suspect in the death of President Kennedy found 
Pettit NBC Hills at Dallas Police Headquarters Nellis police chief just Korea's recently reported that his men 


have found a partial fingerprint on the rifle believe used in the assassination the weapon will be sent to 
Washington to ensure proper handling of the print the city of Dallas like the country is Phil in the state of 
shock tonight Texas Governor John Connally is in serious but satisfactory condition in hospital everyone 
public officials the police the newspapers have been too busy to ask the questions about loopholes and 
security that inevitably will defense as President Eisenhower said today this the kind of thing the freedom 
compatible with democracy makes possible the mayor of Dallas Earl Campbell in the statement of the city's 
remorse has said that all churches in the city will be open tonight Dallas feels as any American city would if 
this had happened not here today but there this is Robert MacNeil NBC News reporting and we have this late 
information Dallas police have taken several paraffin test on Lee Harvey Oswald the prime suspect in the 
assassination of President Kennedy including they say one of Oswald's cheek they said the cheek test might 
prove whether he had fired the rifle recently results of the test were not announced immediately and the 
police department spokesman said a bag of half-eaten chicken on a soft drink bottle were found near the 
spot from which the fatal shot was fired but that there were no plans to pop Oswell stomach to determine 


00:46:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=qWJlyB1iu0oQ&t=2760s 





plans to pop Oswell stomach to determine if he had eaten chicken recently outside Washington and NBC's 
herb Catholic Secretary of State Russ leads the party down the ramp shakes hand with the chief of protocol 
and here Biddle Duke and then Undersecretary of Commerce Franklin Roosevelt jr. honors Secretary of 
State jarred ball deputy Under Secretary of State for political affairs you Alexis Johnson other members of 
the cabinet Commerce Secretary Hodges interior secretary Udall agriculture secretary Freeman Treasury 
secretary Dylan labor secretary Willard works those of us who have had the high privilege of serving closely 
with President Kennedy will always cherish the gallantry and the wisdom and the grace with which he carried 
his awesome and lonely responsibilities this is a great nation with great strength and much unfinished 
business one of our greatest Americans is now present President Johnson needs and deserves our Foolish 
support and he takes up these high responsibilities on behalf of all of us Americans they're about to wind this 
up for tonight because about all that could happen on one day had for some final reflection on one of the 
more horrible days in American history you find there is a great deal that could be said about the political and 
other changes we can look forward to now but | think it would be bad taste to go into that now and | won't it 
has all been shocking but perhaps one element in the shot was the speed by the Washington flock at a little 
after one o'clock this afternoon President Kennedy was about his lot 
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President Kennedy was about his lot alive as any human being ever gets young strong vigorous looking 
forward to no doubt five more years the hope of leadership in this country and of the Western world his wife 
young beautiful looking very happy was beside him and seeming to be having a wonderful time and leaning 
across the back seat of the car to say to him you can't say Dallas hasn't been friendly to you that was a little 
after one o'clock five hours later at six o'clock mr. Kennedy had been murdered Lyndon Johnson was 
President of the United States mrs. Kennedy was a widow a brave and composed one that nobody could fail 
to admire all of them were back in Washington returning in the same airplane that took them the Texas - an 
incredible tragedy the sheer speed of it was just too fast for the censer Roosevelt dead of a stroke came 
back here from Warm Springs Georgia and a trained sides of it draped in black crape it steamed majestically 
across the southern landscape toward Washington taking a little time about it and giving everybody a time to 
think a bit about what had happened but not today there is seldom any time to think anymore and today there 
was none in about four hours we had gone from President Kennedy in Dallas alive to back in Washington fed 
and a new president in his place there is no more news here tonight and really no more to say except that 
what has happened today has been just too much too ugly and too fast right thank you Dave the Dallas 
Police Chief Jesse curry announced just a few moments ago the charges of murdering President Kennedy 
have been filed against the Harvey Oswald a 24 year old former Marine with a history of connection with left- 
wing causes now we would like to go to WBA PTV and Robert 
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would like to go to WBA PTV and Robert McNeil was some reports on the late developments in connection 
with Oswald and some of the preparations that had been made at the branch of Vice President Lyndon 
Johnson for what was expected to be a weekend of campaigning and relaxation wb8 the TV and NBC's 
Robert MacNeil the president's death has left one group of people at least and especially in stunned 
confusion story from Charles Murphy no city was more saddened by today's events than Austin the state's 
capital in the home of the wounded death Austin City auditorium was proved in the setting tonight for a gala 
$100 of a political banquet hundreds of persons who would have a attended the dinner had already arrived in 
the city preparations for the thousands of guests stopped suddenly when the tragic news was heard the 
dinner was to have been the final public ceremony for mr. and mrs. Kennedy on their Texas the 24 year old 
prisoner had been under questioning by Dallas police for over eight hours had just been formally charged 
with the murder of President Kennedy but the prisoner Lee Oswald has not admitted the shooting himself 
and Dallas police chief just Harry describes in his historic individual who admits nothing he believes he's 
being held because he once lived in Russia Oswald who said two years ago he wanted Russian citizenship 
was fined $10 recently in New Orleans for distributing communist literature he's married to a Russian woman 
who was brought to the police station with their small daughter his and his mother who lives in a Dallas 
suburb she was also Preston and said | am heartbroken about this he is really a good boy Oswald's only 
come into the world at large since his arrest has been a denial anybody | haven't been told with out of your 
force you have a lawyer North I don't I just in the back you want to go 
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don't I just in the back you want to go there Lee sergeant Gerald Hill describes Oswald's capture of all the 
suspects or all the people who were in the theater there's also to McDonald of a suspect sitting on the 3rd 
goes to the back of the tears suspect jumped up you know this is given and discipling at the officer officer 
McDonald started to grapple with man as he reached for a gun just concealed under his shirt and he was 
fired one time by the suspects but luckily it misfired they can disappear but it did not fire McDonald yelled for 
help the other officers in the theater and | managed to subdue the man did army handcuffing at that time we 
have brought him out of the building him in a squad car but his safety was on the paten robbery and turned 
over to get four free throws up so although he is not yet admitted the shooting they suspect Lee Oswald has 
been formally charged with murdering President Kennedy circumstantial evidence puts him in the room from 
which the shots were fired lab tests are being conducted to prove that he fired the murder rifle Robert 
MacNeil NBC News reporting violent death is no stranger to the family of Joseph P Kennedy along with the 
great wealth and political triumph many tragedies have come to this Irish American clan from Boston Joseph 
P Kennedy jr. the elder brother of the assassinated President was lost in action in World War two a Navy 
pilot entity vanished on an air mission from England to occupied Europe in 1944 this was a son who was 
originally had originally born the political hopes of the family but he did not live the end of that field only one 
month later a son-in-law the Marquess of Hartington was killed in action in France then in 1948 lady 
Hartington the 





France then in 1948 lady Hartington the former Kathleen Kennedy perished with three others in a plane 
crash in France for many years another sister rosemary has been in an institution for the mentally [___] it 
was this misfortune that spurred the family's interest in programs for the prevention and treatment of mental 
retardation a family foundation named for Joseph P Kennedy jr. has contributed large sums to this cause and 
only last month President Kennedy signed bills providing millions and federal funds to help combat to this 
affliction the head of the clan Joseph P Kennedy's senior suffered a stroke in December of 1961 and never 
has recovered normal speech or the ability to walk and for the first lady the former gentleman bully mrs. 
Kennedy today's tragedy ended 10-year marriage marked by many moments of intense personal loss twice 
miscarriages robbed her of babies and last August the son Patrick Bouvier Kennedy died two days after his 
premature birth and today the loss of her husband and | am sure that the thoughts and seven days of all of 
us are with the first lady tonight there is no way of calculating the millions of words that have been uttered in 
the course of this day in all countries of the world as human beings fumble for words to express their 


offended senses at what has happened in the United States | seriously doubt that any words uttered by 
anyone anywhere have succeeded in expressing what you feel yourself | would suppose that the answer for 
that is Sir only to be found in the hearts of each others this concludes NBC's coverage for today we will 
resume our coverage tomorrow morning at 7 o'clock but the NBC Today Show that they will continue until 
10:00 at that time the NBC News team that has mend this desk today will return and we will continue our 
coverage until 2:30 tomorrow afternoon at that time NBC's local affiliates will continue with their coverage of 
the events as they continue to unfold at five o'clock NBC will return to the air tomorrow afternoon and 
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return to the air tomorrow afternoon and bring you coverage throughout the evening this is Frank McGee 
NBC News speaking for Bill Ryan Chet Huntley David Brinkley herb Kaplow Peter Hotez Robert MacNeil and 
literally hundreds of other technicians and newsmen who have worked throughout the day to bring you this 
sad story November the 22nd into the history book stem forever with the blackness of this phase d thank you 
good night 
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